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SEMI-AUTO CASE GAUGE
.223 WYLDE / 5.56 NATO

The JP Semi-Auto Case Gauge is
cut with a .223 Wylde chamber
finishing reamer identical to the
reamers used for our barrels. This
means our gauges give a reliable
check of ammunition used in
rifles chambered for either .223
Remington SAAMI or 5.56 NATO. If
you have a JP rifle or rifle equipped
with a JP Supermatch™ barrel, this
gauge will ensure reliable function
because our chambers use the .223
Wylde variant.
Oversized ammunition is the biggest cause of failures in self-loading rifles such as
the AR-15, so verifying that your ammunition is properly sized is imperative. While
oversized cases can be forced into a bolt gun thanks to the tremendous leverage
potential of the bolt in the action, a cartridge must fit freely into the chamber of a
self-loader for safe, reliable function. Specifically, the ammunition must be sized well
enough to allow extraction of an unfired round. If your ammunition is just slightly
out of spec, it may go into battery with the forward kinetic energy of the bolt and
carrier, but once wedged in the chamber, may not allow for extraction of the unfired
cartridge when unloading is necessary.
Most case gauges indicate SAAMI maximum and minimum case head space, which
still allows for a possible interference between a max. cartridge and a minimum
allowable chamber. This would not be an issue in a bolt gun but will bring
everything to a stop in a self-loader. Taking this into account, our gauge ensures
that the maximum cartridge as indicated by the gage is still within the minimum
SAAMI allowable chamber. In other words, if your ammunition passes our gauge, it
absolutely will fit the chamber.
Every chamber will be slightly different, so you must familiarize yourself with the
peculiarities of your rifle. This case gauge is intended to give a true chamber indication
on a JP Supermatch™ barrel, so it is possible that ammo that does not pass with this
case gauge may still go into battery and extract in your rifle without a problem. If
you find a round that will not extract from your rifle, insert that round and observe
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how it fits the gauge. For practice ammo, you can afford to be less particular. For
the match ammo that will be used in actual competition or any other critical purpose,
the cartridge should gauge cleanly. Also, make sure that your overall length is such
that the lands are not indicated on the projectile. That is a loading technique best
left for bolt guns. There should be no marks from the lands on the projectile of an
extracted round intended for use in a self-loader.
If none of your reloaded ammunition fits in this gauge, it may indicate that your sizing
die is not adequate or that the die/shell holder relationship on your press needs to
be reset. We recommend a Dillon carbide full-length .223 die. For more information
on loading for gas-operated rifles, refer to our Loading Document available on our
website and watch our GasGunBasics™ presentation available on our YouTube
channel: www.youtube.com/jprifles.
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